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LILILIFUERT RE EFREVE RL NE RLIONED | 
TO THE: ; 5: nm 
RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN %o ] 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Loxzy JAMES BEAUCLERKj 


LORD BISHOP OP 


HE R E F OR D. 


My Lonxd, 
beg Your Lonps Hs Permiſſion to put this Diſſer- 
tation under the ſame Patronage with it's Author, 


It would ſeem indeed too trifling a Preſent to be 
offered to Your Loxpsnie, to whom I am ſo much 
obliged, it the Nature of the Subject did not entitle 


it to ſome Conſideration, beyond what it may delerve 


on it's own Account. You will never think the meaneſt © 
Attempt towards vindicating the Sacred Toy un- 


worthy of Your Attention. 1 
Nothing 


beer 
Nothing can be more contrary to my Inclination, 
than to offend Your Loxpsme with the Language 


uſual upon theſe Occaſions ; but, for the Sake ot the 


* Pleaſure it affords to Myſelf, I beg to be indulged in 


making this publick Acknowled Mo of Your Fa- 


 VOUrs. 


I am, My Lonp, with the utmoſt Reſpect and 


| Gratitude, 


| Your Loxpsntiy's 
dutiful Son, 
and moſt obliged 


humble Servant, 


W. SKINNER. 
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Trees thought that Diſſertation ade +), We 
can be generally intereſting ; and even to the few, to whom an Attempt of 
this Kind may be an Object of Curiefity, I deſpair of being ſo intelligible | 
4 J could wiſh, unleſs they will previouſly look over the Boot of Geneſis, © 
from the twenty fourth to the forty fixth Chapter incluſive, in Order to take in 
the Subjeft at one View. It is, in itſelf, full of much Obſcurity and Per 
plexity, and the Ea dn which muſt be made conſiſtent with each other, 
are very numerous. 


If any Thing here ſhould bs to be delivered as new, which happens to be 
otherwiſe, the Candid will impute it to that which is the true Cauſe ; name 
that there are many valuable Works, wherein the Sacred Hiſtory is illuſtra- 
ted, which the Writer of this little Eſſay had no Opportunity of conſulteng.” 


Some will think that I have uſed too little Ceremony, in differing from ſo 
many Great Men, of the higheſt Character both for Learning and Penetration. © 
But as it is needleſs to make any Apology for the Freedom I have taten 
Them who have the Courage to think for themſelves ; ſo none that 1 coul® 
make would be deemed ſufficient, by Them who are awed by Names, and 
ſwayed by Authority more than Argument. 


If I have not always been upen my Guard againſt a poſitive Manner, It 
it be conſidered that it is a Fau't almoſt inſeparable from Argumentative Mit- 
ing: wherein we fear to ſoften our Expreſſions, leſt we ſhould compliment 
away our Meaning. | 


Tam 


0 vi , ED 2s RN 
14 ſenſible that, in handling this Argument, I have been obliged to touch 
upon ſome Things, which may very eafily be ſet in a ludicrous Light. This I 
muſt beg Leave to look upon as a Matter of no Conſequence : For of all the 
weak Motives, by which Men Suffer themſelves to be influenced, certainly the ; 
moſt contemptible is the Fear of Ridicule upon a ſerious Subject. 


In Caſe the Solution of the Difficulties in Queſtion, which I have bere 
| offered, ſhould not be thought ſatisfattory, ſtill I flatter myſelf that my At- 
temp may not be wholly uſeleſs , and I ſhall be very happy, if it ſhould engags 
| ſome one better qualified io turn his Thoughts to the Subjett, and give us an 
Explication that ſhall be able to fland the Teſt, 

* The Reſult of the Whole ¶ have thrown into a Table; not from any Deſire 


| of dittating to others, but sbroug bh an Apprebenſion that I could not be ſo wel! 
| underſtood without it. 0 | 
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DISSERTATION &« 


SECTION I. 


HRONOLOGY is perhaps, of all others, the Sci, 
C ence which leaſt admits of Innovations. New Conjec- 
tures, on Subjects which afford no new Data, have the 
„ Diſadvantage of being thought impertinent, and con- 
ſequently muſt expect to meet with a cold Reception. 
But as ſo many heavy Charges have been brought againſt the Author 
of the Book of Genefis, I cannot think that it will be deemed im- 
proper to attempt vindicating him from the Imputation of ſome 
of thoſe "Difficulties, which, it is probable, may be none of his, 
but ought to be laid at the Door of his Expoſitors; to whom 
many of them ſeem properly to belong. 


Nothing, one would think, can be clearer, to an attentive Pe- 
ruſer, tn thn Ge OS 
TA I 5 
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full; chat the Sarred Hiſtorian does by ng Means ſtudy 
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to be 
minutely (a) accurate; that he makeg Uk of round, or decimal 
Numbers, much more anne they naturally occur in 
the common Courſe of Events; that many of the Chapters and 
Sections are a Kind of Parentheſes, or Epiſodes; and that an exact 
() Chronological Order is not at all aimed at. 


And yet a Multitude of Learned Men, partly perhaps through 
Over-Caution, and a Deſire of treating the Sacred Hiſtory with as 
little Critical Freedom as might be, have deduced ſuch ſtrange 
Conſequences from it, as cannot ſurely be thought to do it Honour. 
Many a Triumph has been afforded to it's Adverſaries, through 
the Zeal of thoſe, who were for ſuppoſing it to be abſolutely 
perfect and exact. Let this be my Apology, for handling the 
Subject I have propoſed according to the ordinary Methods of fair 


and candid Cruicitm. 


There are two Concluſions drawn by the Chronologiſts, that are 


particularly pregnant with what in any other Caſe they would have 


thought Abſurdities; for either of which I can by no Means ſee 
any ſufficient Grounds in the Hiſtory itſelf. Theſe are, that Jacob 


lived ONLY twenty Years in Meſopotamia, and that Judah's 
Marriage with the Daughter of Shuah was POSTERIOR to Jacob's 


Return to Canaan. 


(c) Tſaacſen, (d) Bedford, (e) Stackbouſe, and the Authors of the 


(a) For one Example, out of many, of his neglecting a minute ExaQneſs, fee 


Ger. xxxv. where Beajemin is reckoned among the Sens born to Jacob in Padan- 


Aram, though it appears ip the very ſame Chapter that he was born near Buth- 


lehem in Canann. £ 
(4) The Death of Jar may ſerve for an Example of his not regarding ſcrupu- 


-louſly he Order of Events. J/aac died aged 180 (Gen. xxxv. 28) Jacob was born 


when his Father was 60 (Ger. xxv. 26) and conſequently was 120 at his Death; 
which yet is related before the Selling of Joſeph, when Jacob was but 108, as 


ſhall be ſhewn in a ſubſequent Note. 


(e) See his Saturni Ephemerides. 
4) See his Scripture Chronology. 
fe) See his Hiftory of the Bible. 


Univerſal 


Univerſal Hiſtory, all agree in theſe Points; and (/ Le Clerts 

Patrick, Dodd, and other Commentators, are of the ſame Opinion 
(2) Capellus, (b) Helvicus, (i) Uſher, and (J) Blair, make Jacob tay 
only twenty Years in Meſopotamia, which is the main Hinge on 
which this whole Matter turns; but of the Time of TY, Mar- 
riage they have determined Nothing. A decent and ſuitable Reſpect 
is certainly due to ſo many Great Names; but we ſhovld "never 
be influenced by them when Numbers are concerned; ſince thei 
Opinions of ever ſo many Learned Men cannot make that to be 
come probable, which on actual Calculation appears to be otherwise 


On the two Suppoſitions before mentioned, the Sacred \ Hiſtarian 
has been made to anſwer for Things not very credible; as may be ſeen 
by the following Table. 1 have taken it from Tſaacſon*s Chrondlogy," 


becauſe it is the fulleſt 1 have ſeen, with Regard to Scripture Hit 
tory, excepting that of Bedford; who had an Hypotheſis to ſupport, 
in Reſpect of the Points in Hand; which has not been much aps 
proved of, but ſhall be mentioned in its Place. I have added 
a Column of Jacob's Age; becauſe the Chronologers differ very 
widely about the Year of the World, and that before Chriſty 
whereas their feveral Schemes are eaſily reducible to Jacob's Age, 
ſince, with Regard to That, they proceed upon the fame (4) Dan 


F) See their reſpeive Commentaries. | | ˖ 

(g) See his Chronologia Sacra, in the Beginning of Walton“ Po/yg/orr, © 

(5) See his Theatrum Hiftoricum it Cbronologicum. 

(i) See his Annales Veteris Trflamenti. . 

(j) See his Chronological Tables. ar | 

(4) The Date for fixing the Part of Chronology here treated of are as follows; 
E/au was 40 Years old when he married (Gen. xxvi. 34.) Conſequently his Twin 
Brother Jacob was of the ſame Age. Jef pb was born 6 Years before Jacob left 
Haran (Gen, xxx. 25. and xxxi. 41.) and is ſold at 17 (Gen, xxxvii. 2.} He 
30 when he food before Pharaoh, or was made bis | Miniſter PG. xli. 46) Then 
ollow 7 Years of Plenty (Ger. Ali. 47.) and 2 Years of Famipe (Gen. XIV, 6.) in 
the ſecond of which Jes ſends for his Father. At that Time then Joſeph was 

, as Faceb was 130 (Gen. xlvii. 9.) Conſequently Jacob muſt have been 91 when 
yepb was born, and 108 when he was ſold. He died at 147 (Gen. xlvii. 28. 


1 
An 


| | {10) 
= 4s Earn from Ia Ace Chronology, 


1 
— 


| aceb's T Year of 
| <4. Werd. 
— 1 x — 
1 Eſau and Jacob LAG 


of 2148 | Eſau marrieth Wives of the Gentiles. 
| 63] 2171 | ae dieth, aged an hundred 3 ſeven. 

177 2185 Jacob flieth to Meſopotamia. 
He marrieth Leab and Rachel. 
| $85| 2193 | Reuben born of Leab. 

86}! 2194 | Simeon born of Leab. 
| 37 2195 | Levi born of Lab. 

88 2196 | Judah born of Leab. 
89 2197 | Dan born of Bilbab. 
gt | 2199 | Foſeph born of Rachel. 
97 3205 | Jacob departeth out of Meſopotamia. 

98] 2206 | —— dwelleth in Sxccoth. 

99 j 2207 | —— comethto Sichem, and abideth there eight Years. 
101 2209 Judab marrieth Sbuab. [It ſhould have ** Sbuab's 
| Daughter] 

; 102} 2210 | Er born to 
103] 2211 | Onan born to 
104 | 2212 | bhelab born to 
106! 2214 | Rape of Dinah, and Slaughter of the Shechemites. 
Rachel dieth of Benjamin. 
108 | 2216 | Joſepb ſold. 
111 2219 | Thamar married to Er and Onas. 
114 2222 Thamar's Inceſt with 

115; 2223 1; Pharez and Zara born of that Inceſt. 

| acc dicth, aged an hundred and eighty. 

Foſeph pb made — of Exp 
1301 2239 | (1) Jacob goeth into Egypt. [It 1. ond have been 2238 
147 2255 Jacob dieth, aged an * and forty ſeven. 


(1) I/aacſon has placed the going | M. 2239, but by Miſtake un- 
| dolbtediy: For if Jacob was born in 2 lived 5 (1 Troy ying in 2255, 


he muſt have gone into Egypt in 2238, becauſe he /ived there 17 Years, (Gen. xlvii. 28.) 


; | SEC. 


— — — — — — — 


(11). 1 
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not nid an 1 5 ) 201 enen 


Tur following ei refulr from this wi of reckoning; 


— 


- 


1. A ſeeming Jnconſiftency ariſes about the Death, of png, 
which Hall be,cxplained by and by. b Nr ig 

ein nes ems 1 * A 10 
2. Jacob goes into Laban's alike at Leibe ind chat in 
Order to obtain a Wife ſeven Years after. * late in Life, even 
for chat Age. 


Ke 


193 1 A d C weF 2 , 
3. He marries no (cs ths four Wires and Onan hen 
eighty four. be OE HIT IE 
8 17121 SN vd Po e d 0 K 


4. Twelve out of thirteen of this MEE Pariarch's Children 
are crowded into ſeven, or at molt thirtern, Yer n 


„ 
111i 


-.1 5. Leah, after bearing four Sons, . a RI feb Td th 
that ſhe has left bearing, and gives her Maid  Zitpab 
bears him Cad and ser; and then Leab bears 


1 75 N 


$a, 1 eas, ie. other Way. Judah is bow. 22 
foregoing Table, in A, M2196; and Laab ceafing to. kl 
enough to deſpair of having more Children — Jl . two 
Years) Jacob takes to Zilpab in 2198 of whom is born 250 2199, 
and Aber in 2200. In the ſaine Year 2 200 we will ſuppoſe Leak to 
car fſachar, Zebulus in 2201 and Drnah in 2202. This makes 


( „) Ir, Tachar, and Zebulur, to be ybun er than and 
is raviithed or debauched at tweive Years old. e N 


| | 19 

10 ' | ' N 1 * 

See Ceneß, xvix. and vx. 3 4 PIE 1 oY g 
00 See the W Table.” YT ited att add N [ 14 *x ; 
8 B i #1 v#-4 4 2 b 


CE 


7. Tf, on the other Hand, - wETay that al-Zgab's Children were born 
before Joſeph, the Conſequence is, that (o) Reuben brings home the 
Mandrakes from the Field when he is but three Years old; for that 
6 muſt be placed before the Conception of Iſachar. 


| 8. The 3 of Simeon * Levi, and their treacherous Policy, 
-at the Ages of twenty and nineteen; are very remarkable; as well as 


of ha Brhaviour uf tu W till. Joungers who 9 (2) As the Gi 


9. 14 — Er at — (4). 


10. & ) Er marries at nine, and i ſo (5 prof igate at chr tender 
Agr, as to be cut off N. Divine Judgment. 


ne. (70 Onan marries at eight, and commits a Crime which implies 
Puberty. 


1 2. (u) Shel. 5 i is 2 5 grown at ten, and his Marriage thought ro be 
unreaſona ly delayed, by Judab as well as Thamar; for he owns her 
Complai d to be juſt. She bath been more 4. than I, becauſe tvat 


T gave her not io Shclah my Son. Gen. xxxvii. 26. 


3 (w) Pharez begets Children at thirteen ; which is the more 
5 becauſ- J dab had kept Shelab trom marrying youny, (x) left 
de fp:uld die as his Brethren Er and Onan, either through ody 


— or youthtul Folly. 


| / 0 See the „l., and Genefs wen 14, Ce. 
se Gerefis xx and the Tubl.. — I call the City sbb in Conformity to 
the Eg i Ira flat on. Geneſis xX 18. 
g) Sce the Table. 
(- ) Sce the Ta . 
(s) de Gen xxxvili. 7. 


.) Com e the Table with G.n fs xxxviii, 


(©) Gi xxxviii, 14. 
(w w) He had. two Sons at the going into 220% Compare this with the Ta*/e.. 


(= Genes uU. 14. 
14. () Ben- 


(tg) 1 1 


| 14 ce a 
n enen | 


SEC T | oN m. 
ALL theſe Difficulties ep if we ſuppaſe that a boed 


ſeveral Years at or near Haran, in Padan-Aram, or Meſopotamia, be. 
fides the (⁊) twenty that be ſerved Laban for bis Daughters and a Share. 7 
bis Catile; and likewiſe ſuppoſe that n married while bis Father © 


bred in Haran. be. sers ANN 
1. nn recollect any Thing in Scrprare which comralits vie 
Suppoſirion | is ng wu 


| (a) Rebetab's true Reaſon. for ſending, away Jaceb was to avoid 
Eſau's intended Revenge, and her Fear of his marrying (5) among. the Fx 
Daughters of Heth was partly at leaft a Fretenſe, though, when men- 
tioned, it had Weight with ſaac. We may obſerve, that it was-not 
Eſau's Marrying that WAS, but his Wives that ( WER E. a Grief 
of Mind unto l ſaae and to Rebekah; that is, their wicked, and perhaps 
idolatrous, Behaviour, made them continually uneaſv, or (4) weary eos 
Life, as Rebekah expreſſes it. We need not, therefore, fix Faceb's 
Departure immediately after Eſau's Marriages ; and, indeed, ee 
Rs menen eu 


Bur if we appel Faceb to have fled to Haran twenty Years ſooner. ,” * 
than the common Computation, we ſhall g un an Interval of twenty 
Year:, between Jacb's ſourteen Years' Service and the fix Tour of 


Compare the Fable with Gene xIvi, 21. If we ſay, 28 has been 
9 5 ft. 9 re Grandchild: en, this will only enhance the Diff e that 
(* Sree (; nm fis Xx1x and xxx | T 
(4) This appe-rs hom G. %s Xxvii. 44, & 6 
(+) Grnetrs axv 3/45; 
F.) G. rie g | 
(4) OGů Al. 46. | | wa HF 


0649 
his (e) again taking under js Care the Cattle and Flock of * 


Which: were to be yo at t 


ahbe from enpath 


During theſe dilly ae they may * ſuppoſed 1 ro —.— lived a$ 
Relations and good Neighbours, and a Foundation may be imagined 
to have been laid for Jacob's (V) exceeding Increaſe, (tor which ſix 
.Years may ſeem to be too little) as well as for his having (x) Maid- 
Servants and Men-Servants and Camels and /iſſes, which ſec ms to _ 
a State of Independency. 


* Tt is true that, after Joſepb's Birth, Jacob aſks Laban, (b) Whew 

Hall I provide for mine own Houſe alſo? But this may well imply, not 
that Jacob was at that Time worth Nothing, but that he thought it 
high Time to be gone from Laban's Lands ; u here he had no Kight 
but by Sufferance, as his Son-in-l aw ; and to repair to (i) bis cu 
Place, to the Promiſed Land; there to ſettle his Family, in a Coun 
which they might hope to call their own ; where likewiſe * had _ 
Expectations from Iſaac, who was (&) very rich. 
But if this Paſſage ſhould be thought to prove that Job had done 
Nothing for his 'own Family when 'Foſeph was born, it will by no 
Means prove that he did not live fome 1 ime with his Father-in-Law, 
through Fear of Eſau, alter the fourtecn Years' Service np be- 
fore they ©: came to a new Bargain. | 


And here we may recolle&- RachePs. extreme a pm at not 
having Children. We find ſhe deſpaired of ever having Children 


born of her own Body, and tor that Reaſon gave ber Maid * to 


7. Geneſis xXx. 31. 
A 89 Geneſis 2XX. 43. 
enefts XXX. 30. 

(3 G. 2 XXX. — — It may be worth obſerving, that Fareb's Deſire of returning 
is laid to have been when Rachel bud borne joſc ph. aud not wwh te Lime of £44 Ser- 
Ti. Wis expired, as Was natural to lay, i that had been the Cate 

( ui xxvi, 13, 14. —— Here »e may remaik, thi Jacobs long Abſence from 
hi Country and his rien Father wil appe r very natural, ii we recullet his great 
Dread of Elan; which operated on him very itrougly, when he did retura ai laſt, 
e Ge H >2>x41. 11 

( des Gαν,ẽiͤ x. 1, Cc. 


1 _— 


Jacob Z 


(as) | 
Joced 4; who bare him: Dan'nd- Nephrol, before Zilpab. hare Gad ani 
rr All chis 
was before the Birth of Joſeph, as thEthirtieth of Genefs ſeems. plainly 
re, Wha: Time then is left for Rache/”s Barrenneſe, and her 
Vneaſineſs upon that Account? It ſhould ſeem that Halba muſt 
have been given fix: or ſeven Years before Jeſeph was born and this 
naturally leads us to ſuſpe& that Rache/ had been martied more than 
ſeven Years before nn Argument 
u- RR wen v exe gen. og * 


+. Show 28% Katy; Aa ni ASSN hagygt. aa 

By the 88 of ſuch an ae we not only vinidicare che 
Sacred Hiſtorian from the ſtrange Improbabilities before ſtated about 
the Births of Leab's and Zilpab's Children, but likewiſe fre why 

Joſepb was beloved by Jacob, (m) more than all bis Children horn before 
- him, as tbr Son ef bis Oid Ae; which he is called in Contratiftiiftion 
to his (#) elder Brothers, who, therefore, were ndt ſuch “ This Test 
cannot be made Senſe of, as it is at preſent tranſlated, but by ſup- 


poſing an liitervat of fomie' Years berweer 7oſepb's Birth and chofe of 
bly elder Brothars, 


10 „ams, > Of | | Dat N 18. 
But 1 men be e ee e 
which is countenanced by antient Verſions, namely, berduſe" bs war's 
toit and prudent Son (o). The Authors of the Univerſal Hiftoryj"and 
others before them, would read it betauſ# bt was as wiſe nd prieditvit"'as 
@ Senator. The ſkilful in Hebrew muſt determine which id th int 
natural Interpretation of the Words, when the ſuppoſed Chronological 
Difficulties are laid out of the Queſtion,” But ir-ſhqulds be ne- 
bred, that Benjamin is likewiſe called (y) A Gili of bis Old" Afe j\the 
Word tranſlated IP an _ Caſes 15 4 think 
1] 3101 lo nend it n0 

% bet, Uh 02 eee ant wal) eee 
(n) Benjamin was * "which I take Notice of to prevent O0 jecti | 
OY TRL, Synopfis, in. 2 Hiftory, Boat I. Chah. . RG 

effs xl In the Speech here referred udah 

4 Manns But 70 f is well — — the Wee Falk alle Beni : Lad 


| he was not grown upy or that he was nat married. No. Interpretes, I Deller 
ſuppoſed that be oxi * 23 WO eee 


477 dat 98 "29A | 


— 


Levi, and Dinab, at the Time of that Event He could ſcarcely 


(26) 


Nothing 4 recorded of the. Prudence of Benjamin, Perhaps then the 
- Samaritan and other Verſions, referred to in the Univerſal Hiſtory, were 


made as they are, on Account of the Difficulties attending the other 
Interpretation. Le Clere could not have been ignorant bf this Attempt 
to ſolve the Pifficulty; but how little ſatisfactory it was to him e 


may gather from his own Words. ( wt, 


ques nemo bafenus folvit, mga yewdy ut yy 8 aol Inn 


. wu Y 4 3 p . : 


If the propoſed. Interval nde we may ee thats Reuben, 
when he found Mandrakes in 0 r ) I deal Harveſt, might well have 


„eee eee . 14 tio1t 10 O41 HOG ie of; va 


„ 8 * *. e we be * 22 


W and Levi wil alſo be of a proper hon to conduct the () En- 


terprize againſt . Shalem, or Sbechem, and, to execute it, with the Help 
of Jacob's Servants; who, by theſe Means, are ſuppoſed to. be nume- 
rous. They could unn Hen nee el 0 


90 Sen 30 141693 


The (t) Spoilers of the ci can no ger be ſaid to be Boys. 
(u) Le Clerc indeed places the Deſtruction of he Shechemites, or 


 Shatemites, between the Selling of Joſeph: and the Going into Egypt; 


to which he is led by the Perplexities attending the Ages of Simeon, 


otherwiſe have thought of it For it is plain from Genęſis xxxiv. 30. 
15 XXXV. 5. that Jacob and his Family fled from the Neighbourhood 
of Sbalem, or Shechem, called afterwards Sychem and Sychar, on that 


| Occaſion, and proceeded (as we find in Gengfis xxxv.) by Way of Babel 


and Bethlebem, to Mamre, there to Join Haac. A 


On the Strength of the Tranſpoſition he has made of the Slayghter 
at Shalem, (v) Le Clerc has ventured to _—_— Gad to bore been of 


9) Le Clerc Commbntary on Geng xxxvii. 3. 
(+) — 22 XXX. 14. * | 
ee Oese xxxiv. 27, Ce 
7 3 Genefis — 27. Mr. Dodd thinks that none but "Simeon and Levi ſpoiled 
the * but the Context feems greatly to avour the received Opinion. 
{u) e the C*ronlovical Table at the End of his Commentary upon Ge | 
{) See the Notes on his Chronological Table before mentioned, 8 


| (47) 
the 8 Foſeph, Aſber to have been one; Wachar „ 
Zebulun three Years () younger. But that they were not eee to 
be clear due eee eee tn . 383 
Ts 3.3L 11% 300-2608 9 Its 13 Mi ww iy 
That 75 was in Fact conſiderably younger So Gad and. Abo 
ſeems to follow from Genefts xxxvii. 2. where the Lad appears, as 1 
conceive, to be committed to the Care of the Sons of Bilhah and the-. 


Sons of Zilpah; that is, to Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Aber. If, as 


ſome think, it ſhould be rendred he was 4 Servant with them, the 
Argument will be fill ſtronger, See Poole's Seh, ". 


I believe it has never been doubted, that the (x) ten elder Sons. of 
Jacob, Reuben excepted, were concerned in ſelling their Brother Joſeph. 
| Now, as he was but ſeventeen at that Time, ſuch as were younger - 

than he muſt have been Boys indeed, and it will appear incredible | 
that they who were Men ſhould have admitted them into their dan- 


* 
* * 
% 
: , 


gerous and (9) horrid Counſels. According to Le Cre, Zebulun was 


b fourteen. 


Bedford hd others, diſtreſſed by the Difficulties attending the com- 
mon Computation, have taken it for granted, as Bedford expreſſes in- 
ſelf, that Jacob. married Leah and Rachel within fix Weeks after he 
came to Haran; which enables them to ſettle the Births of his Children 
conveniently enough. _ (z) For this Purpoſe, they. would underſtand 
the Words (a) Fulf/ ber Week, not of fulfilling Leab's Week, or 


bn the (6) ſeven Days Nuptial Feaſt on his Marriage with er | 


W con he approved of ap from his ſin | 
8422 with . to the 1220 Dinab. ppears og ir in 


(x See Genefis xlit. 3 and 27. and xlv, 3 Sc. 

See Genf — 18, Sc. 

42 If the Fu/filling of a Week was thought ſolſicient to make a Cad for ſeven 
Years in the Caſe of Rachel, the Fulfilling of as many Days might be thought as 
ſufficient i in the Caſe of Leah, And therefore taking it for granted that Jaca married 
both in fix Weeks aſter he came to Haran, the Bi x. of the. Patriarchs may be.com- | 
puted in the following Manner,” &c. Scripture Chronolog y, Book III. Chap. 

See Poole's Synopfir, and Uſer's Annals. It muſt be ac ledged, that the learned 
Archbiſhop was of this Opinion ; but he has not been much followed. | 

G xxix 27, Sce Biſhop Patrick's Commentary 

(3) See Judges xiv. 12. and Selden De Jure Naturali 1 Gentium, Bok V. Guy v. 


* 


(8) 

I but ef fulfifing RacheP's Week, or ſerving ſeven Days as an Earneft 
of his ſeven Tears“ Service. But I cannot help thinking that who- 
ever reads carefully Geng xxix. from the fourteenth to the thirty firſt 
Verſe, will be of Opinion that ame bw will cot bend to ſuch an 


Interpretation. 


SECTION WN. 


IT is obvious to object that, if Jacob went ſo early to Haram as 1 
have ſuggeſted, Iſaac was (c) miſtaken above ſixty Years as to the 
Time of his own Death, and that Eſau was as much (d) miſtaken in 
Regard to it; ſince Jacob's Flight was owing to Eſau's Reſentment of 
bis having intercepted their Father's laſt Benediction, as was then ſup- 
poſed. The Anſwer is eaſy : For that both were greatly miſtaken is 
very evident, and whether they were miſtaken lixty chret Years, or 
only forty three, is not at all material, 


It may likewiſe be objected, that Jacob's Family were young when 
he left Haran, becauſe he ſays (e) the Children are tender. But this is 
ſaid to Eſau, of whom he was greatly afraid, as an Excuſe for not 
marching with bim; and it ſeems to appear that he did not follow 
him to Seir, as he (/) faid he would. Beſides, it was plainly apptica- 
ble to Joſeph, and the plural is often ufed for the fingular. Perhaps 
it might be ſufficiently applicable to Zebulun and Dinah, to {crve for 
an Excuſe, Neither is it-unlikely that there might be many Children 


| if among the Serva its; for they were Servants for Life in that Age. 


Accordingly Abrabam (g ſpeaks of his Servant Eliezer as of one born 


| in bis Houſe. Jacob ſays, in gratetul Aſtoniſnment at God's Mercy, 


(b) Now I am become two Bands! which certainly does not give us an 


{c) See Gerefis xxvii. 4. 
{4) Sce Geneſis xxvii. 41. 
4.) Gene xxxivi. 1 3. 


Gem: fis xx x11. 1 
4 9255 xv. 3.—Sce allo Cg xiv, ane 13. nnn 


b) Genefia — 10. 


Idea 


(19) 
ofa Pr ting i + Sm ad yg Cade, 
any more. dun d Af of the Wann. N 


As to Jacob's (i) ſetting bis Sons and bis Wioes axon Cds thai 
providing them Beaſts to ride upon, I ſuppoſe Nothing concerning 
their Age can be inferred from thence z — ahpmns* - 


dae Paik has interred the Words to that Purpoſe. 


If ſome of Jaces's Sons were not grown up; we ſill hardly" be | 
able to account for his Propoſal of ſetting any of his Goods () before 
His Brethren and Laban's Brethren, that is, the Relations on both Sides, 
that they might judge betwixt them. It can ſcarcely be thought, that 
he meant a Reference to Them only, who had accompanied Labas in 
the Purſuit, and perhaps were fired with the Hopes of TR Ro 
. . Ha 
As to that Expreſſion of Jacobs, which * led Expoſitors into all 
theſe Difficulties, namely, that he (4) bad been twenty "Years wb La- 
ban, —it was uſed by Way of Recrimination; when his Time of Serviet 
was the only Thing to the Purpoſe, and the Mention of any other. 
Time he might have been with him would only have made againſt - 
- himſelf, He does not ſay that he had been with him only twentß7 
Years. Much leſs does he ſay that he had wu 
os eee Warnung 


We 42 5B} 


If any think this gokarion unſatisfactory, wes uur Pony be ol 
Opinion, that a Miſtake has antiently happened in the Number ... 


through the Negligence or Preſumption of Tranſcribers.” Such Mi- 
take, or wilful Change, will appear to be the more probable, if We 
conſider the Words with Attention. Thus have Ibeen twenty Years in thy 
Houſe IT ſerved thee fourteen Years for thy two Daughters, and fix Years for 
thy Cattle." Gene — xxxi. 44. The frft Clauſe ot theſe Words is 1 no 


(i) ye he 17 


(+) Genifis xi. 1 See alſo Verſe 32. And fee 88 Mention af Fats 


Brethren at Verſe 46 which ecm to ſhew that his Famil 
(1) Genefis L. 38 and 41. RR 


D 


Means 


| 
| 
| 
N 
I 
| 
| 


| (wo) 
Means feſtrained to Tignify the ſame Time with the trend. The Time 
he had been in his Hoſe is not neteffarily the ſame and no longer 
Time than he had been in his Service. But if we ſuppoſe forty, or any 
other Number; to have been originally in the Place of twenty, No- 


thing could be more natural than to ehange it for twenty, being the 


Total of the fonrteen and fix after mentioned. And yet the firſt Num- 
ber does not neceſſarily refer to the other two, as was before obſerved. 
With Regard to the thirty eighth Verſe, we may eaſily imagine that, 
in ſuch a Caſe, it would undergo the like Alteration of Courſe. This 
is mere Conjecture, and I do not preſume to build upon it. But it is 
certain that Miſtakes, far leſs natural, have been ſuppoſed, by very 
able Commentators, and for the Sake of Difficulties far leſs embar- 
raſſing. He oth | | 

If neither of theſe Solutions ſhould pleaſe, one might very fairly 
be allowed to ſay, that zwenty, being a round Number, might not 
improbably be put for any Number under thirty. For round 'Num- 
bers are very commonly uſed in the Book of Geneffs; much oftner 
than they naturally occur in the Courſe of Events; as will be evident 
to any one, who ſhall look it over with a View to that Particular. 
Upon this. Suppoſition then, that, for aught we know, the round 
Number twenty may ſtand for ſeven or eight and twenty, we ſhall 
have a tolerable Solution of all Difficulties; I mean, if we can admit 
the before mentioned Suppoſition, that Jacob married Leah and Rachel 
ſoon after he came to Haran, and if we are ſatisfied with Biſhop Pa- 
tricks Interpretation, hereafter mentioned, of Eſau*s going to Fſhmael, 
1 muſt acknowledge, for my own Part, that this ſeems to be the leaſt 
ſatisfactory Solution I have propoſed, and therefore ſhall put the Re- 
fult of it into a (m) Note, and proceed. G24 | 


„) If the Suppofitions above mentioned were to be admitted, Judah, Br, Onan, 
Pharez, might be imagined to have married at fixteen each, and Selah to have 
been eighteen or nineteen, when his — was thought to have been too lo g 
delayed. The other Difficulties would vaniſh. * | A 
It might be obſerved, in Support of this Solution, that tes ſeems to be put indefi- 
nitely, as I have conjeRtured concerning ung, in the very Verſe in Oe. Thaw 


baft changed my Wages ten Times, 
There 


4m) | 

There is a Circumſtance. which ſtrongly. cords a 
of Jacob's having continued in Haran longer than has been thought, 
and it deſerves ta be attentively conſidered. It Jacob's Sons were 
not well advanced in Life when they went to Egypt, how came it that 
they had no Sons born there? ln the forty. ſixth of Gengfs the Song and 
Grandſons Jacob took with. him are enumerated by their Names, and 

carefully caſt up. Words can ſcarcely be made to ſpeak more plainly. 

Now from the twenty fixth of Numbers it is very clear, that the um 
total of the Iſraelites, who came out of the Wilderneſs, deſcemied 
from Part of thoſe very Perſons, who in the forty ſixth of Gengffs are 
| ſaid to have gone down into Egypt, including Joſeph and his two Faves 

who are taken Notice of as being there already Conſequently none 
of the twelve Patriarchs had Sons, from whom Male Poſterity; pre- 
ceeded and continued, born to them after Jacob's going into Egypt. 
From whence, it is a fair, if not a neceſſary Concluſion, that they 
could not have ee Time ot EPO „ 


on the Suppoſition 1 have ventured to make, that Difficulty wilt 
likewiſe be removed, which has ſtaggered (n Le Clerc and others fo 
much, and put then upon preferring the Samaritan Reading to the 
Hebrew : | mean (e Eſau s going 40 Iſhmael, and marrying his Daugh- 
ter, after Jacob's going to Haran; before which Event, as they place 
it, Mmael was dead: For he died in the (p) ſixty fourth Tear of 
Jacob's Life, whom they do. not allow to have gone to Haran wy) 
vas ſeventy ſeven. | 94s 


92.6 


(q) Biſhop Patrick and others attempt to ſolve this "oma by 
eee to bagel eee the Family of ag; 


( See the Notes on his Chronelogica/ Table before cited. | 
(e See Geneffs xxvini 9. © | 
2 Abrabam was cighty fix when be was born (Gen, xvi. 6) e hundred | 
when {/aac was born (Gen. xxi. 6 „then was fourteen Years older than 
_—_— red was horn Gee, x7 nr 3 ny ve (em. 997 
en r. He at the an hundred AA 
when Jacob conſequently was fixty three an 7) | 
(4) Ie eee and Poole S , 


but 


- 


1 
dut (7) Le Clerc calls it ęraviſima Difficultar. He eannot be ſuppoſed 
to have been a Stranger to this Solution, and it is plain then it was 
not to his Satisfaction. There are indeed good Reaſons why it ſhou d 
not. The Family, or Poſterity of bmael, are never called Jhmael, 
nor was any particular City or Country called Jbmae!, that I have 
ever heard of. It ſeems ſtrange then, that, where his Name is men- 
tioned, his Family, or any Thing but himſelf, ſhall be ſuppoſed to 


de intended. Nor is it likely that the Word /bmae! ſhould be uſed ſo 


very equivocally, as to bear two different Meanings in the ſame Sen- 
tence, | | 


But it is urged, by Biſhop Patrick and others, that Mahalath be 
Daughter of Iſhmael is called the Siſter of Nebaioth, Genefis xxviii. 9. 
and from thence it is con jectured that Jhmae! was dead, and Nebaioth 
the Head of the Family. In Anſwer it may be obſerved, that IÞbmae! 
had (5) twelve Sons, and perhaps as many Daughters, probably by 
ſeveral Wives, either ſucceſſive, or otherwiſe, according to the Cuſ- 
tom of the Times. Mabalatb would naturally be called the Siſter of 
Nebaioth, if ſhe was his Siſter by Mother as well as Father. Thus 
Simeon and Levi are ſtyled () Dinab's Brethren, (u) Benjamin Joſephes, 
and (v) Joſepb Benjamins Brother, all by Way of particular Deſignation. 
It may likewiſe be obſerved, that in Genefis xxv. 20. Rebekah is de- 
ſcribed as the Siſter of Laban as well as the Daughter of Bethuel, and 
that Laban is much ſpoken of in Gengſis xxiv. at her Marriage; though 
the Betbuel (w) mentioned on that Occaſion was much more proba- 
bly her (x) Father Betbuel, then far advanced in Years, and declining 


See the Notes before cited, 
N. Jews likewiſe thought this a great Difficulty, and therefore coined a Story of 


* hiding himſclf fourteen Y-ars from E.au, before he went to Laban, See 
Net's H. xapla in Grnefin. X 

(+) See Grneffs xxv. 16. 

(t) See Geneffs xxxiv. 28. 

*. = * _ wo _ 30. 

* e Uenefts Xl. - and Auw. 20, . 

2 See Go oth, 5o. and patrick Commentary, See alſo Verſes 83 and 55,5 

where it is provable Bethuel, if a Brother, would have becu meu ggtd, as wel. as 


Jan. J 
= See Cengis xxir. a4. Buſineſs, 


(#2) 
Buſineſs, and therefore little ſpoken of, than a ſuppoſed Brother & 


hers of that Name; whoſe Exiſtence is extremely .problematicah, __ 
depending on the Authority, or rather Conjecture of Joſephus, a very _ 
weak Writer at the beſt; Nor ſhould it be forgotten that Mabalath, 
or Baſbematb, che Wife of Eſau, is again called the Siſter of Nebaioth, 
Genefis xxxvi. 3. probably, as being his own Siſter, or becauſe he was 
the eldeſt Son, not becauſe her Father mac was dead when ſhe was 
marricd : Which would ſeem a ſtrange. Reaſon, if applied to this 

Paſſage, and therefore is not the true Reaſon of her beings coll in 
the other. It true, it would ſuit with both, 


Now if Winnie Sali Eſas married bis Daughter, a 
ſeems to be the moſt natural Senſe of the Text, it muſt be granted 


that Facob amm WW 
/ been taught to think, 5 


| WE will now inquire inthe Time of Len Marine with ts | 
Daughter of Sbuab. 


The thirty eighth Chapter of Cengis is plainly a Kind of Epiſode, 
containing the Hiſtory of Fudab; and there is as much Reaſon to 
place his Marriage after the dale of Foſeph' (tor there it comes in) ab 
after Jacob's coming from Haran. After the Sale of Foſeph it would 
certainly have been (y) placed, if the two and twenty Years, between 
that Event and the Going into Egypr, could poſſibly have made 
Judab a Grandfather by his Son Pharez, who was begotten 17 
his own Daughter-in-Law. 


Since then there ſeems to be a Neceſſity for allowing that Fudab's 
Marriage is not related in the Order of Time, but muſt be TR 


The Authors of the Univerſal H; have aftually placed it th 
| aalen Pere were reſt the Going into Er. hee hop they 


we 0 


a4) f 
we are as much at Liberty to place it before the Coming from Haras 
as after. | Indeed I cannot ſee how the Story of (z) Er, Onax, Sbelab, 
Tamar, Pharez, and his two Sons, can poſſibly be true, upon the 
common Computation. But Interpreters had ftraitened themſelves 
too much in the Time allotted to Jacob's Stay at Haran, to go a ſingle 
Year farther back than they have in Judab's Marriage. | 


> 


(a) Le Clerc ſeems to think that all may be accounted for, if each 
of Judab's Sons be ſuppoſed to have married at about fourteen. But 
he takes no Notice of Sbeiab's Marriage having been delayed after he 
Was grown up, and (penetrating as he is) does not ſeem to be aware 
that he ſuppoſes Judah himſelf to marry at nine Years old. 


Bedford's Scheme likewiſe proves defective in this Part. For, 
though he has married Judab, Er, Onan, and Pharez, at fourteen 
each (which is a very ſtrange Suppoſition, eſpecially for the Age they 
lived in) he is (6) forced to overlook Shelab's Age, the Delay of his. 
Marriage after he was grown up, and (c) the Days that were multiplied 
after Onan's Death, before Judab loſt his Wite, was comforted, or 
ceaſed to mourn for her, and lay with Thamar; and to place the Birth 
of Pharez in the very Year after Onan's Marriage, which is manifeſtly 
inconſiſtent with the Hiſtory. 


An (d) Attempt has been made to get over theſe Difficulties, by 
ſuppoſing the Sons of Pharez (together with thoſe of Benjamin) to 
have been born after the Going into &gypt ; and, though the forty 
fixth of Geneſis ſeems ſo (e) clear to the contrary, this Hypotheſis 
has been much followed. But in Alis vii, 14. we find that breeſcore 


See Genrfir xxxviii. And for the Phraſe in thoſe Days, Verſe 1. See Le Clerc. 

2 See his Commentary on Genefis xxxviii. 1. and his Chronological Table befote re- 
ferred to. 
(b) See Scripture Chronelogy, Bork III. Chap. 4. Table 31. 
{c) See Genefis xXXxVIii. 12. * Tranſlation, 

4) See Poole's Sy , on Genefis xlvi. 
0 - In 6 Note 1. Chap. p of the Univerſal Hifory, it is well obſerved, that 
the Suppolition of the Sons of Benjamin and Pharez having been born in Ep ypr is 


yoint-blank contrary to the Text. Val. I. Fol. Page 458. = 


(15) 
ond fifteen Souls were CALLED or invited by Yoſepb into ' Fg ypt 3, -rhat © 
is, threeſcore and fifteen, Joſeph and Family included ; which is the Me- 
thod of reckoning uſed in Genefts xlvi. () Some have been of Opinion 
that St Stepben makes Uſe of a different Way of Computation from that 
in Genefis : But Nothing can be clearer, than that he takes his Narr&- © 
tive from thence, ſo far as that Book reaches. As to the Difference 
in the Numbers, it ariſes, either from his quoting the Septuagint, as is 
generally done in the New Teſtament; or elſe from the Text in the 
Als having been altered, to agree with” that Tranſlation, which was 
antiently of great Authority. Genet xlvi. 27: fays expreſsly, they 
were threeſcore and ten, who came into Egypt; in whitiy NY 
plaialy includes the Sons of Benjamin, . | 


The Sacred Hiſtorian himfelf muſt needs be an esee pda 
of his own Meaning. In the firſt of Exodus, ſpeaking of thoſe who 
(g) came into Egypt, he tells us again they (i e ſeventy -Souls, for 
Joſeph was in Egypt already; that is, they were ſeventy, Joſeph and 
his Sons included. Nothing can well be plainer than what he ſays, 
Deut. x. 22 Thy Fathers went down into Egypt with threeſcore and ven 
Perſons, and now the LORD thy God bath made: thee'as the Stars" of 
Heaven for Multitude. Notwithſtanding all this Evidence, Commen- 
tators of great Name have ſuppoſed that the Sons of Benjamin and 
Pharez were born in Egypt, in manifeſt Oppoſition to the Text. - The 
Truth is, they were perplexed by the Difficulties attending this 2609 
and * have cut the Knot which they ſhould have untied, 


- 


REN Interpreters ſay (i) © the two Sons of Pharez are ſet down, eh a 

perhaps not now born, to ſupply abe Places of Er and Onan, who died in the 
Land of Canaan. But why were their Places to be ſupplied ? Shall 
we think there was ſome favourite Number to be made up? And 
why were the Sons of (t) Beriab ſet down ? They were then born, 
it may be anſwered. 3 then were the Sons of 3 ſet down, 


Y See Whithy on the Place. 

h ) See Exodus i. 1 and 5. 
77 ) Eros s Commentary, on Genefs xlvi. 12. 
%% See G. ef Alvi. 17. 


v 


| (46) | 
ho are pretended not to have been born? Whoſe Places do they 
ſupply? | 26:30 7 4k Libr Th 


By other Expoſitors we are told that the Sons of Pharez and Benja- 
mw went down into Egypt (/) in the Loins of their Fathers, which 
would be juſt as true of their Great-Grandſons as of Them. And 
did none elſe carry down Poſterity in heir Loins, beſides Benjamin 


I and Pharez? Neo one I believe has yet ſuſpected, that great Part of 


the Multitudes who went out of Egypt went out in the Loins of their 
Fathers. Yet Deut. x. 22. plainly compares the inconſiderable Num- 
ber who went into Egypt with the vaſt Multitudes deſcended from 
them ; who therefore went thither in the very ſame Senſe that their 
Poſterity came from thence, and were as certainly ſeventy, as their 
Deſcendants were lite be Stars for Multiinde. 


Upon the Whole I ſuppoſe it may be ſafely concluded that the 
ſeveral Texts relating to this Matter are as clear as can be wiſhed ; 
that the Sons of Pharez and Beriah, and of no other Grandſons of 
Fateh, are mentioned, for this plain Reaſon, becauſe they two had 
Sons at the Time ſpoken of, and the reſt had not; that the Sons of 
Benjamin and Pharez are ſaid to have gone into Egypt, for no other 
Reaſon than becauſe they really went thither; and, confequently, that 
the Solutions I have been oppoſing are by no Means fatisfuttory, 
though recommended by Names one cannot help reſpecting. 


As to Sbaab's Daughter having been married at (m) Adu/lam, after- 
wards within the Tribe of Judab, it creates no Difficulty : For we 
are not to take it for granted that Jacob's Family never went to 
{n) Canaan, to pay their Duty to Jſaac, merely becauſe we have no 
Accounts of the Viſits. Judab, we are told, (o) went down from bis 
Brethren, that is, in Scripture Language, from his Relations, when 


+ {1) See Poole Sep, on Genefis xlvi. and Hammond on Adi vii. 14. 


(m) See G-nefis xlviii. 1 ; 
„ Adullam was not far out of the Route which Faceb took on his Return to his 


| | Father; as may be ſeen in ſeveral Maps of the Holy Lund. 


(0) Geneſis xxxviii. 1. he 


(27) | 
he met with Shuab's Daughter: which Expreſſion ſeems to imply a 


J ourney, perhaps an Elopement. 


Neither does it follow that Judab had no Children in Haran, merely be- 
cauſewe do not read of their accompanying Jacob from thence. Indeed, 
if he was married before Jacob's quitting Haran, he had, not improbably, 
left his Father; and the going down from his Brethren ſeems moſt naturally 
to ſignify leaving the Family ; for we need not have been told that he 
muſt go from his Father's Houſe before he could go to Adullam.., 


To this it may be objected, that Jace had bi des Sou with hit 
when he paſſed over the Ford Jabbok, as appears from Genefis xxxii. 22, 
and that Benjamin was not then born. But why ſhould Dinab be omit» - 
ted ? The original Word, here tranſlated Sons, is in other Places 
Children, particularly in -Gengffs xxx. 26. and xxxiii. 13. where it was 
never doubted that Dinah was included. That the Word comprehends 
Daughters as well as Sons, is evident from Exodus xxi. 4. Jacob's eleven 
Children then may ſignify his ten Sons (Fudab excluded) and his Daughter 
Dinah; and we need not have Recourſe to her having been locked up in 
a Cheft, which is the Rabbies Method of accounting for her being 
omitted ; as may be ſeen in Willet's Hexapla, with many other Rab- 
binical Conceits, equally ridiculous. Theſe Conjectures are propoſed 
merely as ſuch, and with Deference to the Judgment of the Learned. 


In Genefis xxxviii. 5. we are told that Judah was at Chezib, when 
bis Wife bare Shelah; and Le Clerc, Patrick, and other Interpreters, 
have been puzzled to find a good Reaſon for this Particular's being 
recorded. But why might not Chezib or Achzib (for they are thought - 
to be the ſame) have been the Place of his Reſidence, while abſent from 
the Family, and of the Birth of Sbelab, and his two elder Brothers? 
This would afford a very ſatisfactory Reaſon for the Mention of Judeb's 
being there. And be was (i. e. he dwelt) at Chezib, when fbe bare him. 


It has often been obſerved, that (p ) Simeon and Levi, Brothers of the 
whole Blood to Dinab, very WY revenged her Diſgrace, and that 


See V. 25. : N 
the Geneſis 211 = 5 Kale 


| (28) 
Reuben was W with them, becauſe he was of a milder Nature, 
as () appeared at the Selling of Joſeph. But why was not Judab con- 
cerned ? Poſſibly, becauſe he had left the Family: for as to Iſachar 
and Zebulun, they might be thought too young to be truſted in ſo cruel 
a Deſign, The whole thirty eighth Chapter ſeems to give an Idea of 
Judah, as of a Perſon living apart from his Father, and poſſeſſed of a 


g | ory Property." 


It appears indeed that he was with his Brethren at the (r) Sale of 
Joſeph, and at the (5) fetching Corn from Egypt. But Jacob was then 
come back to Canaan, to the Neighbourhood of Adullam, where Judab 
married, and of Achzib, where 1 have ſuppoſed him to reſide, at leaſt 


till his F ather's Return. 


But whether Judah had, or had not, left the Family at the Time of 


their coming from Haran, we cannot conclude, as was intimated before, 


that Jacob had no Grandchildren with him, when he returned to Ca- 
naan, barely. from their not being. mentioned. Perhaps his pleading 


that the Children were tender is rather an Argument to the contrary ; tor 
his youngeſt Son Joſeph was ſix Years old at leaſt, 


SECTION VI. 


LET vs now attend to the Circumſtance of Racbe”s Age at the 
Birth of her Son Benjamin, and that of Jacob's ſuppoſed Kelidence 


near Shalem, which is neceſſarily connected with it. 


When her Marriage was propoſed to be delayed for (t) ſeven Years, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe her to have been very young. If ſhe was 
fourteen at Jacob's coming (and ſhe might well be younger) I make 
her ſixty four at Benjamins Birth; if we allow, as many Chronologers 


- "{q) See Geneſis xxxvii. 21, 22. 


629 Sce Gent xxxvii. 26. 

{s) As appears from G xlii. 3, and other Places. 

See Geneſis xxix, 18, &c. TOR 
- | e 


4 « 
* 


at Jacob's coming to Haran. Ia this. Caſe, ſhe will be fifty three at the 


0 N 


—B ⸗. e 
have done, that Jacob was ten Years on his Journey z and this perhaps 
will not ſeem an extraordinary Age, for that Time, But 1 know of no 
Scriptural Authority for Jacob's ſtaying by the Way, one Year at 
Succoth, and fix or eight Years near Sbalem. The Chronologers aud 
Commentators make him do ſo, in Order to gain as much Lime 
poſſible, for putting Swords by the Sides of Simeon and Læui. We may 
venture then to-ſtrike off at leaſt nine Years, of the ten commonly 
allowed for Jacob's Removal, and ſuppoſe Rachel to have been twelve: 


Birth of Benjamin, and her Age will fall within the Bounds even of 
modern Credibility. Beſides, five or ſix Years might be ſpared from 
the propoſed Interval of twenty, if her Age could ſtill be thought tos: 
great. 


That Jacob was ſome Time on his Removal, and made ſome Stay by 
the Way, muſt be granted; for he (u) built an Houſe and made Nan 
for bis Catile at Succotb, (v) and be bought 4 Parcel of a Field uber 


(« ; Genefis. 2xxiti. 17, An Overflowing of the Jordan might probably prevent His 
12 0 81 55 Herds and Flocks, for ſome Time. —— £11 | 


700 Genefis xxxiii. 19. A long Stay near Sha/em would not _—_— natural ; for as 

Jacob was now reconciled to Eſa, there was Nothing to obſtruct bis purpoled Retiith 

to l/aac. It would appear unnatural for another Reaſon. In Gere xxxvii. 33, &. 
w- find Jacob's Sons feeding the Flick in Shechem, within a Year or two after the Maſs 
ficre of the Shecbemtes, according to the common Computation, though they had fled 
from the Ne ghbourhood on tha: Account; which is much more likely to have happened 
a/tcr ten or eleven Years, when Time might have worn off, in ſome Meaſure,” the Me- - 
mory of their Perfidy and Cruelty. This Difficulty has þ woe a Conjecture, chat 
the e might have been two Sheebems ; and it is no more a Conjecture,” See Mr. 


Dodd 1 , "3 
On the other Hand, ſome Stay near Sha/em appears very natural. Faceb ſet out while 
Lavan wert to har bis Sheep (Genefir xxxi. ig] that is,” in the End of the Spring, in 
Syriæ about March or April If he was ſto at Surcoth by Jordan's having 
all lis Bank: all the Time of Harveſt (Joſh. wi. 15.) by the Time he came to Shalom, the - 
Fiacks with they omg xXXii. 13) that is (as Biſhop Patrick obſerves) which had their 
Young following or ſucking them, would be near" their autumnal Time" of bringi 
forth; for they bring forth in Autumn, as well as Spring, in thoſe-Countries.” On this 
Occaſion. Jacob might buy that Parcel of a Field where be bad ſpread bis Tem, fill ſo 
exce ding ve dant and fruitful. as Mr. Maundrell deſeribes it. From hence, after the 
Maſſacre at Shalem, he is obliged to flee, and dwells, or continues ſome Time, at Berbed, 
as commanded to do, GY xxxv. 1. His Vow performed, and perhaps the Winter 
over, he purſues his Journey : and thas we have a probable and conſiſtent Account of 


his Retura /rom Padan- Aram  Hane b#5 Father. Ce. xxx, 8. *. 
E . 4 / ] Y 


(30 
vad ſpread bis Tent near Sbalem, and erected there an Altar. But that he 
| was not ten Years, or any long Time, on his Paſſage from Haran to 
Bethel, may be inferred from Geneſis xxxv. 9 —15. And God appeared 
again to Jacob when he came out of Padan-Aram ; c. And he called 
the Name of the Place Bethel. He was coming then from Padan- Aram, 
when he came to Bethe]. It is the ſame Expreſſion, when be came from 
Padan- Aram, which is uſed on his (u) coming to Sbalem, and on his 
(x) leaving it, and I ſuppoſe in the ſame Senſe. In Genęſis xlviii. 7. 
Jacob ſays, when I came from Padan, Rachel died In ncither of theſe 


| Faſlages is it ſaid when be came from Shalem or Shechem; which would 


| have been natural, if he had lived there ſeveral Years. Beſides, it was 
(y) to go to Iſaac his Father, that he ſet out from Padan- Aram. 


Another Argument why Jacob could be no long white on his Paſſage 


from Haran to Bethel is this. Benjamin was born (z) on the Way from 


Bethel, and if Facob ſpent ten Years in his Removal, Benjamin was but 
three and twenty, if he ſpent one only, Benjamin was two and thirty, 


| when he went into Egypt with ten Sons; which is moſt probable I need 


not ſay, It may be added that, in the former Caſe, (a) Jacob muſt have 
bo begotten Benjamin at an hundred and fix, in the latter at ninety ſeven 
BW which is much more probable than the other, though it may ſeem (5) 
ow extraordinary even in that early Age. h 


Again 


(*v) See Genefts xxxiii. 18. 
(& See Genefis xxxv. 9. 

See Genefis xxxi. 18. 

42 ) See Geneffs xxxv. 16, &c. 

(a) See the foregoing Table, a 

(b) That Abraham ſhould have a Son at an hundred was thought very extraordinary, 
or rather miraculous, See Genefss xvii. 17, and xviii. 12, Romans iv. 19, and Hebrews 
xi. 12. 

This naturally leads one's Thoughts to his Marriage with Aztarah ; on which I will 

make an Obſervation or two, though it does not fall within the Limits which I have 
| preſcribed to myſelf. N 

This Marriage, which produced fix Sons (Genefis xxv. 1, 2, &c.) is uſually placed 
aſter the Marriage of J/aac, when Abrabam was 140 (Genefis xxi. 5, and xxv. 20) but it 
has often been ſuſpeRed that it happened before, though related after it. The Scri 
ture itſelf, in my Opinion, ſeems not obſcurely to hint that ſuch was really the Fact. 
In Genefis xxv. 5, 6. we find that Abraham gave all that be bad to Iſaac: Ante the 
Sons of the Concubines, which Abraham bad, Abraham gave Gifts, and ſent them away 
\ | . rom 


631) . 

Again, if Jacob ſpent ſo many Years in returning to his Father, "and 
Benjamin was but three and twenty at the Going into Egypt, the latter 
could have been but one Year old when his Brother was fold. How? 
then ſhall we account for Joſeph's earneſt Deſire of ſeeing him (Gengfs xl 
which appears to have ſprung from the moſt tender Regard formerly 

conceived for him? Or with what Propriety could he have called 


| Iſaac his Son, while be yet lived. The Chapter precedi (Verſe 436.) ſeems to 
; you that this was previous — in Order to {/aac's Marriage with Rebekab, Even if 
the Words, unto him hath he given all that be hath, mean not a Reſignation of his 
Wealth (as ſeems to be the obvious and eaſy Senſe of them) bat à Settlement or 
Premiſe only, ſtill we very naturally look A his other Children: and 
we find both Circumſt:nces joined in the Paſſage juſt q » They ſeem then to have 

been ſent away before the Marriage of act; whom, we may obſerve, the Servant 
who fetched Reb:kab, on his Return, bi: Mafter (Verſe 65.) and who brings his 
Wife into biz N Sarah's Tent-(Verſe 67.) which it is probable therefore Abrabeam 
no longer wanted, | 

Now if we place the Marriage with K:turah after the Birth of ma, who was 
fourteen Years 3 4 — K xvi. 16. and en o h Bai, Tune GRE 
for the Birth , or the coming on ility, which appears 
to have been upon Abrabam at ninety nine. 

It may be odjected, that Abrabam, not Abram, marries Keturah, and that he was 
not named 4brabam till he was ninety nine (Genefis xvii. 1, &c.) But this is not con 
clufive : for Jacob, after he is named [fr acl, is called Faced ; as may be ſeen in 
© — — Aale SINGLY likewiſe be objefied / Oei vil „ 

e frequent Mention o © xvil. 
Ec. 3 &c.) But it ſhould be — 22 he was —— for a Time as 
the Heir of the Promiſe, If this be not Ruby, on Marriage muſt be placed 
after the Birth of Iſaac, and Abraham's recruited . As to [ſaac's being called 
the only Son (Gene/is xxii, 2, &c.) it means the only Son by Sarah ; for otherwiſe e 
would be excluded. 

The Notion that Abraham, on receiving the Promiſe of ane, was favoured with 
ſuch an extraordinary Renovation of Youth, as to enable him to become the Fathe# of 
a numerous Family, forty or fifty Years after he had been as geod as dead (Heb, xi, 12.) 
ſ:ems to be very extravagant, though it has been embraced by many. = 

The Rabbies' Notion, that Ketwrab was Hagar, is attended with very great Difficulties ; 
as the Commentators have ſhe wn. i 
' Keturahb is called both a Fife and a Concubine (Gen: xxv. 1. I Chron. i. 38.) The 
Difference was not much. She might have been looked upon as a Wife after the Dear 
af Sarab, and as a Concubine before. Or why might not Abraham have more Wives 
than one, as well as Jacob * The Bond. Woman ar is alſo called bis Wife, in 
Gen. xvi. 3. 

As for the Expreſſion Then again (Cen. Xxv. 1.) perhaps the Pa is better rendred 
Now Abrabam bad taken * Wife, Sc: as I — 

We are the more juſtified in ſuppoſing this Marriage of 4braham's to be related out 
af it's Place, becauſe it is evidently the Caſe with Regard to his Death, which we have 
an Account of in the ſame Chapter, where all that remained to be ſaid of him ſeems 
to be thrown together. His Death is related before the Birth of as and Faced, though 
i be demonſtracle that it happened alter it. . 5 

my G upon 


(32 3 | | 
upon his Brother Benjamin in particular, who could not poſſibly have 
known him, to be a Witneſs to his Father of his Life and Grandeur? 
e Your Eyes ſee, and the Eyes of my Brotber Benjamin, that it is my 

Mouth which ſpeaketh unto you. And you ſhall tell my Father of all my 
"Glory in Egypt, &c. * 


There is a farther Reaſon why Jacob cannot be thought to have 
ſtayed ſeveral Years at Shalem. It ſeems to imply a Breach of his Vow 
(Gen. xxviii. 20.) or at leaſt an unreaſonable Delay in performing it; 
with which we ſhould not charge him without Cauſe. The Fews and 
others have made the Diſgrace of Dinab a Divine Judgment upon him 
for his Neglect; but this is of no Weight; rather indeed a ſhocking 
Suppoſition, conſidering the Conſequences that enſued. Biſhop Patrick 
and others appear to have been diſtreſſed for a good Excuſe for Jacob's 
Delay. | | 


There ſtill remains a Reaſon yet ſtronger, We read (Gen, xxxi. 3.) 
chat God commanded Jacob to return, not only to the Land of bis Fa- 
bers, but alſo to his Kindred. After this, we can hardly think that he 
= would make any unneceſſary Delays, in returning to his Father Jaac: 
WW for ſo he underſtood the Command; as appears from Genęſis xxxi. 18, 


0} And if Jacob, as ſeems to be clearly proved, did not reſide any con- 
= fiderable Time near Sbalem, in his Way to his Father, it will follow 


22 xlv. 12, 13. 
Dr. Shaw, computing che Age of Bemamis in the common Way, has the following 
Obſervation upon this Paſſage. 

« His appealing, after he had addreſſed himſelf to them all, to the ſingle Teſtimony 
of Benjamin, how ſuperior a Token ſoever it may be interpreted of Teleph's peculiar 
Regard and Affection ſor Benjamin, yet it could not, in this Light, and upon this Oc- 
cahon, be of the leaſt Moment or Conſequence ; nay, it ſeems rather to have been 
altogether incongruous and abſurd. For Be amin was, only a Child, when Jeg was 
ſold into Egyp/; conſequently it would have been im to have called vpon him as 
an Evidence, who could not be capable, at ſuch an Age, of retaining the leaſt Notion 
or Remembrance of Fe/eph's Perſon.” Shaw's Travels, 2 Edit. Page 391. | 

The Senſe which the Doctor, after the Rabbinical Commentators, would affix te the 
twelfth Verſe, is ſuch as I do not chooſe to tranſcribe. But, we may take the Words 
of our Tranſlation in their obvious Meaning, and no Abſurdity will follow, if Benjamin 
be allowed to have been eight or nine Years older than theſe Writers ſuppoſed ; that is, 


to have been two and thirty at the Going into Egypt, and conſequently ten when Je 
was ſold. U | 
that 


| Ter (33) 4-6, 1/5 
chat, if Simeon, Levi, and Dinah ſer out from Haram in their Childs 
hood, according to the received Opinion, they were ſtill Children Wen 
the Affairs at Shalzm were tranſacted, which can by no Means be admits 
ted; and therefore they were grown up when they left Haran, and J 
had been there longer than has been hitherto imagined, - _ 


SECTION M. 
LET us now review the whole Argutnent. 


It ſeems to appear then, 1. that (d) Facob did not marry Laab and 
Rachel ſoon after his coming to Haran, as, Bedford and others ſuppoſe z 
2. that Joſeph was not older than Aber, Tſachar, and Zebulun, as Is © 
Cerec and others ſay ; 3. that Facob was not ſeveral Years on his Rema» Þ 
val from Haran to Mamre, as many Chronologers have thought; 4. that 
the Slaughter at Shalem was not poſterior to the ſelling of Foſeph, ( 


Was - 


f e, | T4 * 1D 
Fi 4 , Which ſeems to be derived from Jap ba- 
mic wanted it's Patrons among the Moderns; namely, that Jacob 42 not me 
Rachel till after the * w his — — Years' Service ; which, if it were admit 
would put it beyond Diſpute that Jaceb was more than twenty Years. j Myqreonye „ 
For if — allow? fourteen Years before Rache/ was married; who, it is plain from the 
Hiſtory, was ſeveral Years barren, : yet bare Jeſenb at leaſt fix Years before. Faceb's Re- 
turn, we muſt grant that his Stay in M:/opotamia exceeded by ſeveral Years the ſuppoied 
Term of twenty. ery oy 

But I have founded no Argument upon this n bocauſe it appears to me ti/ 
be inconſiſtent with the Words of Geneffs xxix xxx, aad with the 8 14 
de r 0G, 

A certain late Writer has inadvertently taxed Le Clerc with r this Opinion 4, 
But n Notes ſpeak the direct contrary, and fo does his Chrong» © 

cal Table. . | "» 
* Perſon ſo ingenuous as the Writer here intended will be glad to ſee this Piece of. 2 
ice done. l een 

() The following Remarks, in Conſutation oſ this Opinion, mould have been in- 
ſerted Page 16, after the Words there to join Iſaac. ' 

It is likewiſe plain, from Genes xxxvii. 14. that Jeſph was ſent by his Father ou? 
of the Yile of Hebron, or Mamre, when ſeized and ſold by his Brethren, Conſequently, 
he was ſold after the Tranſactions at Shalem or Sbecbem, which happened on the Way 
from Padan Aram. to Mamre. The Date of them is very diſtinctiy fixed to the Time 
when Jacob came from Padan- Aram: For thus the Story is introduced, Genefts xxxiii. 18, 
And Jacob came to Shalem, a City of Shechem, «ubich is in the Land of Canaan, when 
he came from Padan-Aram ; &c. At that Time Job was but fix or ſeven Years old, 
whereas he was ſeventeen when he was fold, as has been ſhewn already.” 

| Le Gert 


. 1? 

Le Clerc conjectures; and g. that the (f) Sons of Benjamin and Pharez were 
not born in Egypt, as many Interpreters have ſaid. But if all, or moſt 
of theſe Opinions, are not only attended with great Difficulties, but 
likewiſe contrary to the plain Words of Scripture, itwill ſeem to follow, 
1. that Jacob fled 10 Haran ſooner than has been hitherto thought, and, 2; 
that Judab's Marriage was prior to Jacob's Return to Canaan. If this 
be not granted, I ſee not how we can avoid leaving the Sacred Hiſtory 
chargeable with great Improbabilities, if not with Inconſiſtency. To 
allow it to be improbable will leſſen its Authority: to ſuppoſe it incon- 
fiſtent is to ſuppoſe it falſe, — 


But on the Suppoſition of the propoſed Interval of twenty Years, 
between Jacob's fourteen Years' Service and his Agreement with Laban 
after Foſeph's Birth, which I apprehend to be perfectly conſiſtent with 


Scripture, all the Events before mentioned will become probable ; ay 


from the following Scheme may appear. The Years before Chriſt, or, 
more properly, before the Chriſtian Era, are made to agree with Arch- 
4 without inquiring, for the preſent, whether his Calcula- 
tion be well or ill founded. The Age of Faced is given for the 
Reaſon before aſſigned, Page g. 


Some Commentators have thought that Part of the ten who are called Sem e 
Benjamin, Genefs xlvi. 21. were really Grandſons ; which ſeems to be confirmed by 
Numbers xxvi. 40. Ard 2nd Naaman being there ſaid to be the Sons of B.. But what 
Difficulty is there in ſuppoſing that B. la might name his Sons after two of his Brothers ? 
Thus Shelab called one of his Sons E- (I „iv. 21.) the Name of his eldeſt Brother, 
who died without Iſſue; which ſeems to have been likewiſe the Caſe of Naaman and 
Ard, for, unleſs they were Grandſons, we find no Account of their Poſterity in Numbers 
xxvi The Order which the Sons of Benjamin are ranked in (Geneffs xlvi. 21.) does not 
at all countenance the Opinion of Naaman's being a Grandſon. But if any think that 
Ard and be were really ſuch, it is much more eaſy to ſuppoſe that Benjamin was a 


Grandfather at thirty two or thirty three (for I might have made him thirty three) than 


at three or four and twenty. For that the ten Sons of Benjamin were born before Jacob 


went into Egypt, is what cannot be denied, wi contradicting the Text. 


(35) 


A CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE of ihe Events mentionlf 
in this DISSER TATION. 
= X acoF's . | 


mp Jr) are born. 
4 e. my ſeventy five. . 
aughters of Heth. 
be born. 
1 ̃ ˙ Rrve the Bal 
9 * 


Leab, ceaſing to bear for three Tears, might give Zilpab | 


[ | to Jacob. 
2764 | 72 | Gad might be born of Zilpab. \ :: 2 
1762 | 74 | Aber might be born of Zilpab. — 
1758 78 Renben, thirteen, might find che Mandrakes, — 
1757 79 achar might be born of Leah. 41 


bulun might be born of Leah. 

1754 62 1 Dinab might be born of Leah. 
| Judab, aged eighteen, might marry Shbua#'s ben, 
1749 27 Er might be born to Judab. | 
1748 | 88 | Onan might be born to Judab. | 
1747} 89 | Shelah might be born to Judab. 7 | 
1745 91 | Joſeph is born of Rachel. 4 
| 97 Facob leaves Haran, and makes a Stop at Succoth, * 
again at Sbalem. 

— | Dinah, _ fifteen, might be debauched or raviſhed by 

Sbecbem. 


yt Simeon and Levi, each above thirty, wight atrack Sbalem 


728 Shechem. 


Joo! might flee, in . of the Maſſacre, 2 


1738 


1733 


1731 
1730 
1728 


1727 


1726 
1716 
1715 
1 3714 

1713 


1709 
1708 
1707 
1706 


— — 


1689 


+48 & 


Before.) Jareb's 
Ge. At 


Age. 


108 


— Sbelab being twenty, 


110 
120 
121 
122 
123 


125 
127 


128 
129 
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ſome Time at Bethel, and perform his Vow. 

Rachel might bear Benjamin, and die, aged fifty three. 

Jacob might come to Iſaac at Mamre. 

Beriah, fourth Son of Aſber, might be born to him in 
his thirtieth Year. 

Ez, aged eighteen, might marry Thamar, and die. 

Onan, aged eighteen, might marry Thamar, and die. 

Joſeph is ſold by his Brethren, aged ſeventeen. 

Thamar might reſent the Delay of 


his Marriage. 
Thamar*s Inceſt with Judab might happen. 
Pharez and Zarab might be born of Thamar. 
Iſaac dies, aged an hundred and eighty. 
Joſep is made Governor of &gypt, aged thirty. 
The ſeven Years of Plenty begin. | 
Beriah, aged twenty, might marry. 
Heber might be born to Beriab. 
Malchiel might be born to Beriab. 
Pharez, aged eighteen, might marry. 
The ſeven. Years of Famine begin. 
Hezron might be born to Pharez. 
Hamul might be born to Pharez. 
Benjamin, aged thirty.two, might be Father of ten Sons.. 
Facob goes into Egypt, aged an hundred and thirty, 
Jacob dies, aged an hundred and forty ſeven. 


To this Method of ſettling the Chronology of the Events above. 
' ſpecified I am not aware of any material Objection, nor have | Know- 
ingly omitted any Circumſtance, which ought to be taken into Conſi- 
deration. At the ſame Time, I am very ſenſible that ſuch Circumſtances 
may have eſcaped my beſt Attention, and am far from thinking that I 
have been able to make a complete and perfect Diſquiſition. Nothing 
more than an Eſſay was intended, and That is now humbly ſubmitted 
to the Cenſure of more competent Judges. 


My utmoſt Wiſh is ſatiſ- 


fied, if any Hints, here thrown out, are of Uſe to Them, who have 
greater Ability, Leiſure, and Opportunity for ſuch Inquiries. 

| Fear N 
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